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Last Sp血g saw a good start to血e growing season wi血proIonged dry spells allowing

good conditions for seeds to gem血ate and crops begin to grow well. The sun shone.

Evidence of hedgehogs gave hope血at血e slug population would be kept in check. Cllr

Khapp approached her new role as Chair of Allotments wi血enthusiasm and e鯖ciency;

neglected pIots were licked into shape and bo血sites again entered Erewash in Bloom

` Best Allotments’category.

Then sadly in July we lost two Iong-Standing gardeners, One from each site, WhHe

sunshine yielded to grey, OVerCaSt Skies. But瓜e gardening year progressed, CrOPS .

flourished regardless, fruit ripened, flowers bloomed’making a final push towards our

year’s hi如Iight:血e Amual Show. There is nothing like a productive, busy allotment

site on a high sunmer’s evening when golden sunlight casts Iong shadows,血e mood is

relaxed and丘iends址ps are forged in a spirit of warm血and co-OPeration. Help is

o飾ered, advice given (whe血er requested or not), SPare PrOduce and pl狐tS eXChanged:

earth and mankind working in hamony.

For血e血nd cons∞utive year, Elmcross held its Annual Show at Collyer’s. On an early

September’s aftemoon, Wam and sumy wi血just enough breeze to ru餌e血e burrdng,

tables were dripping wi血apples’則mer beans and flowers’血e血Tee mOst POPular

classes in a range of 29. As fruit and vegetわle entries were assessed’Claire fom

Collyer’s cafe judged bakes, PreServeS and alcohol and tried eγe′ythi移The calorie

content must have been enomous! A display of gardening tooIs and magazines bo血01d

and new illustrated how much easier gardening is today - a mOOt POint! Local

businesses supported the event’donating ra創e prizes・ members of血e pul)lic moseyed

in and out, looking faintly curious, and the evem was wound ap with血e auction of

exhibits. Totals were totted and this proved to be the most success餌show ever, wi血26

exhibitors, and 161 entries in 29 classes. This would be Ian’s last as Show S∞retary

after 12 years; he has taken it from gazebo in a gale to prestigious polytunlel’SO it was

gratifying knowing he would go out on a hiか

Both sites won placings in血e Erewash in BIoom avards wi血representatives attending

也e awards ceremony at Morley Hayes' After t血ee years, Elm S億eet and Shacklecross

are curently on equal footing in血e competition’but血ere is a definite sense of good-

natured rivalry between us !

As血e season sIowed and A血m crept in,血e Royal Oak hosted our AGM. After血e

us血annual reports and election of officers’血e year’s successes were celebrated.

Tony Hallan of Shacklecross was presented wi心血e El恥Highton trophy - a maSSive

silver cup, Plus keepsake - for the overall best kept allotment, W皿e cer紐cates were

awarded to血e runners up. A bu節et supper was served, Seed catalogues and

membership cards distributed and the eve血g rounded up with a quirky garde血g qulZ’

provoking much hunour’debate and stirring ofbrain cells.

wiuter dragged on’making a late start to this year’s season. But Mo血er Nature has her

oun way of catching up’W皿e the Parish Council’s contribution to tidying up the sites

has made the prospect of ano血er gardening season peremially attractive.
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