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Few of us wi= have experienced a season of gardening chaIlenges like last yearls. The coid and =ngering wet

SPring of 2018 was supe「Seded by one of the hottest summers most of us w川ever remembe「, and that includes

75 and 76 (for those of us old enough to rec訓PrOIonged hosepipe bans and watering our ga「dens with the

SOaPy COntentS Of washjng-uP bowI or twin tub).

Potential fo「 landscapes of sandy desert at the uppe「 and lower ends of Eim Street became a thing of the past as

a knight in shining armour mounted upon a powerfuI steed (ie Simon Powe旧n mini-digger) excavated trenches

for new water pipes, a=owing gardeners at either extremes of the site to have water on tap without having to

join at least three fu= hosepipe iengths or trudge yards with heavy cans, The timing could not have been mo「e

WeIcome nor fineIy tuned, Since summer had begun in eamest with bareIy a drop of rain fa冊ng for weeks once

the new taps were instaIied・ Only the wet spring had kept the threat of water restrictions at bay, Othe「 d「agons

We「e also tamed差enants who had falt the fiery breath and footprint of earth-mOVing builder/s vehicles on their

northern edges - a heaIth and safety issue - We「e PrOtected by a se「ies of chains, Iinking a row of stout, WOOden

po気S,

ShackIecross was not without simiIar blessings, aS the Draycott Road gate, a longtime issue of cumbersome,

heavy metaI with a stubborn refusaI to line up and a penchant for trapping lady gardeners, WaS magica=y

transfo「med into a new, Shining pair, be細ing the entrance to such a beautifuI haven.

The Fajry Godmothe「 invoived in these transformative works was Do「een Webster, Who had agreed to take on

this Cinde「e=a of Parish Council comm請ees′ making a stunning d肺erence to訓otments within weeks. Aithough

adm舶ng that there was a iot to leam, She spent hours regularIy visiting the sites to get a feel fo「 the place, met

and befriended gardene「S, iiaised and championed the gardener勺cause. He「e was someone who actua=y

enjoyed the atmosphe「e of these speciaI green spaces and the tranqu用ty and we=-being they promote. Another

new addition on EIm Street to p「OmOte reiaxation came in the shape of a beautifuI bench, insta=ed by Mr Frank

Case in memory of his late wife Annik主a long-te「m訓Otment gardene「 who had ‘loved this pIace.’

ButI back to wo「k! Once estabIished′ CrOPS SuCh as carrots and beetroot did we=′ their roots sea「ching deep into

ParChed ground to find water, WhiIe damp-ioving peas were a disaste「, Preferring typicai showery British

SummerS. The extended heat and sunshine necessitated regular watering′ but the pay-C膚meant grass-mOWjng

and weeding were m面maI. Was it mereiy jmagination, Or did脆become sIower and more reIaxed, With

gardeners having more time to chat and hence a greater feeling of cohesion? A box afflxed to the fence by the

EIm St「eet gate impIo「ing passe「s-by to heip themseIves to fresh surplus produce proved a great success and,

despjte its being constantiy 「epIenjshed, drew one comment from a tenant that it was ‘aIways empty!′ A

「esounding endorsement, then!

One major casuafty of this most acceie「ated season however, WaS CanCeilation of the AnnuaI Show, a decision

Which the over「uled secretary was most u=happy about′ eSPeCia=y as other locaI a=otment g「oups had gone

ahead with thejrs. The late decision had been based upon a possible lack of entrjes′ gjven that many crops had

falied whilst others had been over ea「iy′ thejr usual growi=g Pe「iod speeded up in a summer of intense heat.

Whether this facto「 had any in乱ence on the competitive aspects of the E「ewash in BIoom competition is

debatableI but the two sjtes tied for equaI 3rd pIace i= the Best A=otment Site catego「γ′ COnti=uing the frie=dly

「ivatry between us and acting as a reminderthat we couId a= dojust a圃e bit be壮er!

EImcross would like to reco「d a huge vote of thanks to the Parish Council and in particular to Doreen Webster,

Whose efforts to both imp「OVe the sites and to iet vacant pIots have made such a difference to the many of us

Who invest so much of our time working on ou「 own ‘piece of heaven,’

JuIieSmith,

SecretarY, EImcross A=otment HoIders’Association


